Letter from the Chief of the Division
of Physical Therapy
Burke Gurney, PT, PhD, OCS

The University of New
Mexico (UNM) Physical
Therapy Program admitted
its 44th class in Fall 2017.
Since its inception in 1974,
our program has accepted
and educated nearly 1000
students. We are pleased
to expand our program to
utilize newer UNM Health
Sciences Center (HSC)
facilities for education and
research, incorporate study
abroad opportunities, and establish future collaborative
efforts within and beyond the university. In my final
year as division chief, I am proud and honored to have
worked alongside such a hardworking, passionate group
of professionals and students alike—and I am excited to
see the continued growth of our program in the years
to come.
UNM Physical Therapy continues to prosper with
the recent growth in UNM HSC facilities. Thanks to
our larger classrooms in the new Domenici Building,
we increased enrollment from 30 to 34 students.
Additionally, we currently utilize the newly constructed
Wellness Center in Domenici West Wing to offer UNM
HSC employees a fitness screening program. The
screening has been a huge success, and we are booked
for months in advance! Furthermore, we completed
our second year of service at the Service Learning
Student Physical Therapy Clinic (also known as REACH
Clinic). We expanded our service to 12 patients per
week, including adults and children with orthopaedicand neurologic-related injuries. Finally, our motion
analysis laboratory is in full swing, with about eight
active research projects. I am pleased to note that we
secured several small grants to help fund our expanding
research endeavors.
In addition to investing in our local campus, UNM
Physical Therapy is dedicated to encouraging students
to grow professionally and personally while studying
abroad. This year, we are excited to continue our
Guatemala program (8 years since inception) and
introduce new setups in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and
Tula, Russia. More than half of the 2019 class will
volunteer in other countries to offer physical therapy
services for those in need.

Future plans for UNM Physical Therapy include
developing an orthopaedic and/or acute care residency
program as well as developing a PT/PhD program.
We have entered into discussions with Lovelace
Rehabilitation to be part of the exciting Physical
Medicine and Rehabilitation Department, including
creating a faculty practice clinic to double as a new
home for our REACH clinic.
On a more personal note, we have some
announcements regarding current and future faculty.
Both Kathy Dieruf, PT, PhD, and Fred Carey, PT, PhD,
retired last year. Kathy kindly stayed on to help train our
new neurologic faculty members Rose Vallejo, PT, DPT,
who started in January and Sue Leach, PT, PhD, who will
be joining us in June. Fred has relocated with his wife
to southern Arizona. I will be stepping down as division
chief at the end of September 2018. It has been my
honor to be a faculty member at UNM HSC since 1995,
and the division chief for the past 5 years. After over 25
years as a faculty member and program director, Ron
Andrews, PT, PhD, will also be retiring in September.
We are currently searching for the next division chief
and program director, and we look forward to finding
individuals whose goals align with and invigorate our
fantastic team of staff, students, faculty, and allied
healthcare professionals.
The UNM Division of Physical Therapy is proud of
the many accomplishments of our students, faculty
members, and collaborators. Every year, we improve
the ways in which we serve our institution, students,
profession, and state—with the shared goal of providing
high-quality care to the patients of New Mexico and
beyond.
Sincerely,

Burke Gurney, PT, PhD, OCS
Professor and Chief
Division of Physical Therapy
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